"I have never had a formal course in evolution, and my becoming an evolutionary biologist came as a result of my reading as I became a molecular developmental biologist. I only later came to do research on the relationship between developmental biology and evolution," explains the author. Dr. Raff continues to relate how his work led to the founding of a new branch of study, the fusion of evolutionary and developmental biology.
The stories are set in the context of what is happening in the country at the time: the war in Vietnam, the civil rights struggle, and the difficulties his wife encountered as a woman scientist. But Raff's prevailing concern is the antiscience bent of a significant part of the American public and politicians, especially creationists and global climate change deniers.
In the last section of the book, Dr. Raff cites a 2009 poll showing that only 36 percent of Americans accept evolution and 39 percent accept that global warming exists, yet 55 percent believe in angels. He exhorts scientists to become communicators, to help teach our society about science before human activities make it uninhabitable for our own species as well as for many, if not all, others.
Science teachers and students, as well as working scientists and laypersons with some knowledge of biology, will find this an interesting and inspiring book, not only about the life and work of a scientist, but the importance of science to society as well. 
